
OLVER ANNOUNCES $79,335 FOR EASTHAMPTON FIRE DEPARTMENT

  

     WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced      today that the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) and the      United States Fire Administration (USFA) have awarded $79,335 to      the Easthampton Fire Department. 

     The grant was awarded through the 2002 Assistance to Firefighters      Grant Program. The funds will be used to purchase personal protective      equipment for firefighters and new Emergency Medical Services (EMS)      gear, as well as implement fire prevention programs.

     “These funds will help protect both residents and the firefighters      and ambulance personnel who risk their lives for our safety,”      Olver said. “Good fire prevention programs and well-equipped      firefighters and EMS workers can only improve public safety.”

     The funding will allow the Easthampton Fire Department to supply      firefighters with new turnout gear, including coats and bunker pants      that firefighters wear to fire scenes. New EMS jackets will also      be purchased. The jackets are designed to make ambulance workers      more visible at night. In addition, the funds will allow the department      to implement fire prevention programs, such as public education      and awareness, fire code enforcement and arson prevention.

     The Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program assists rural, urban      and suburban fire departments throughout the United States. This      year FEMA and USFA will award $360 million to 5,500 fire departments      in the country. These funds will be used by the nation’s firefighters      to increase the effectiveness of firefighting operations, firefighter      health and safety programs, new fire apparatus, EMS programs and      fire prevention and safety programs. A list of all current award      recipients announced to date is posted on the USFA web site at www.usfa.fema.gov/grants .

     For more information, contact Easthampton Fire Chief Alfred Morissette      at 413-527-4200.
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